GUIDELINES & APPLICATION FOR
VALLEY COUNTY TOURISM’S
TRAVELER ATTRACTION GRANT

PURPOSE OF FUNDS

The purpose of the Traveler Attraction Grant is to provide funding that is to be utilized for strategic
media advertising to attract visitors to tourism destinations and/or events in Valley County,
Nebraska.

Funds available through this program are provided from Valley County’s Lodging Tax Improvement
Fund. The funds are to be used for the sole purpose of promoting, encouraging and attracting non-
local visitors to Valley County as described in the Nebraska Visitors Development Act, Neb. Rev.
Stat. § 81-3720.

USE OF FUNDS

Tourism Attraction Fund grants shall be used to improve visitor awareness of tourism
destinations and events in Valley County. Advertising must be targeted to audiences at least 50
miles outside of Valley County. Destination and events located outside of Valley County can utilize
these funds as long as lodging and attractions in Valley County are emphasized in grant-funded
promotions.

EXCLUSIONS

Grant funds may not be used for:

o Promotional materials that do not reach an audience beyond 50 miles of Valley County
e Events that do not attract tourists to Valley County

e Current or future general operating expenses

e Current or future personnel salaries

e Supplies or equipment

e General maintenance or improvements to a facility

e Items not included in the grant application

Grant funds may not be used for any activity that would violate the Nebraska Development Act,
Neb. Rev. Stat. 81-1245 to 81-1263, et seq. (as amended from time to time).

FUND AVAILABILITY

The maximum grant request is limited to 50% of the total advertising costs or a maximum of
$2,000. Up to 50% of total project costs can be in-kind contributions from project partners (value
volunteer time at $10/hour).

Example: 50% of a $10,000 investment in advertising would be a grant request of $2,000
(maximum).

Applications will be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis and may be submitted at any time
for review by the Valley County Tourism Committee at their monthly meetings (second Monday of
each month). The amount of funds awarded will be at the discretion of the Committee. Funds will
be disbursed upon project completion. Project must be completed within one year of grant approval
with the option to request one six-month extension.



EXPECTATIONS

It is ideal to have a project representative present at a Valley County Tourism Committee meeting
to present the initial funding application. This creates an opportunity for the committee to learn
about projects impacting the tourism industry in our community and the needs of such projects.

The Valley County Tourism Committee will require recognition for its financial contributions. Include
Valley County Tourism in any radio advertisements, include Valley County Tourism’s logo on any
printed media and/or promotional materials (posters, brochures, etc.) and include Valley County
Tourism’s name and/or logo in social media and/or website content when possible.

A summary of project details (including photos, initial impacts, etc.) is also requested once funded
projects are completed. Valley County Tourism will use project summaries to promote the improved
travel amenities and destinations in our community.

AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT & REPORTING

All applicants will be notified in writing within 10 days after the Valley County Tourism Committee
reviews applications.

Within 90 days following the event, grantees must submit a report outlining data gathered to reflect
the return on investment of marketing efforts, how objectives were met and/or circumstances that
led to deficiencies in objectives being met. Copies of all advertising and marketing efforts must be
provided as part of the project summary.

Funds will be disbursed upon completion of the project and reporting. In unique instances and at its
discretion, the Tourism Committee may disburse approved funds prior to the event/project upon
written agreement to provide follow-up reporting requirements. Valley County Tourism will request
a check from the Valley County Clerk for the grant funds. This check will be sent by the Clerk
directly to the grantee.



APPLICATION FOR
VALLEY COUNTY TOURISM’S
TRAVELER ATTRACTION GRANT

APPLICANTS MUST BE A PUBLIC OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

DATE OF APPLICATION:

CONTACT INFORMATION
ORGANIZATION/BUSINESS:

CONTACT PERSON & TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

EMAIL: PHONE:

PUBLICATION / MEDIA INFORMATION
PUBLICATION / MEDIA NAME:

PROJECT TIMELINE:

(include issue if publication is print).
ADVERTISEMENT COSTS
TOTAL AD COST:

FUNDS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE:

OTHER FUNDS REQEUSTED:

TRAVELER ATTRACTION GRANT FUNDS REQUESTED:

Please attach responses to the following questions:

Describe your project and how it benefits Valley County?

What is your marketing plan to attract non-local visitors to Valley County?

Who is your target audience for this project?

What other agencies or groups are co-sponsoring the project?

If this project is not awarded the entire requested amount will the project continue as described?
Describe anticipated lodging needs related to your project using the following formula: (too event
specific?)
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$ X = X 4% =
Est. room rates No. of room nights  Total lodging revenue VC lodging tax generated

Please attached the following information:

Project budget

Documentation of nonprofit status or public ownership

Draft advertising artwork and/or marketing content, coverage maps, etc.
Any additional information to support the description of the project
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Submit to: Valley County Tourism | 1514 K Street Ord, NE 68862 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

(308) 728-7875 | katiewalmsley@ordnebraska.com DATE RECEIVED:




